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CONFIDERTIAL 5 July 1953

seruiladdll. FORs  Ulrector of Training

via : Chief, Foreign Intelligen&%},/
SUBJECT : The (landestine iieldcraft Activities Course }g
. N Pig
[ B NG : Memorandum from Director of Training to Chief, I, dated ﬁ(;fkf
29 June 1943, subject, "The CIA Course' ///’

1. in reviewin: the requirements for the Clandestine Fieldcraft
Activities course, 1 wishes to state its recognition of the general value
of' this course [or the Clandestine Services, and of the considerable effort
to which TR(S) has gone to produce a program wnich is both realistic and
effective. Students who have participated thus far in the course, nave,
without exception, commented that it is highly effective.

2, This recocnition of the value of the course seems to be contra-
dicted by the current major reduction in requirements for clandestine field-
craft training. This reduction is caused by the general dearth of personnel
avuilable within the Arca Divisions to afford participation in this four
week program. This is further complicated by the conflict with vacation
schedules and the fact that those persons most needful oi this training are
currently in the midst of their intensive operational season. {he Pivision
Training Officers have stated that this situation will exist for the next
few months, after which, all other factors being equal, registration for
the CFA will increase. Hegistration of FI students has been low for the
additional reason that apparently the applicability of the course to FI
operations has not been evident to all Branch Chiefs.

3. I'T btakes the position that the CF4 1s valuable and necessary to
all FI field and headquarters case olficers who are or will soon be re-
sponsible for the planning, direction, conduct, and supvort [:::::;;:;] 25X
[j::::::]oparatiuns, andg equally to those responsible For the cevelopment
of stay behind operational assets in various parts of the world. 'The
responsibility of FI case officers includes all aspects of such operations;
they should therefore acquire sufficient ramiliasrization with related
clandestine fieldcraft techniques to udischarge their outies in a highly
competent manner, This familiarization would include comprehension of
clandestine fieldecraft problems with which their agents will be confronted,
#T therefore considers a short familiarization course a prerequisite [or
81l case officers dealing with stay behind operations. 25X

i, Recognizing the operational value of the course as well as the
current limitations in registration, FI submits the following proposals:
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operations could then be included as electives to be taken only
as reguired following the two week program, or,

b. To suspend presentation of the course until such time as a
substantial requirement is available, but to preserve the facili-
ties both as to instructors and arsa so that the course can be
offered within a reasonably short time when registration is again
firm and adequate.

5, Should alternate "a' be adopted (an action recommended by tuis Uf-
fice) WI will re-state its requirements for such training in light ol the
reduced prografi.

5. The position as outlined in this paper has been coordinated with
and concurred in by the FI Staffs of the Area Divisions.
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